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Foreword

Mid-way through the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, violence against women and girls (VAWG) remains the 
most pervasive human rights violation in the world, and continues to be a significant barrier to development. Despite the 
progress made over the past three decades, globally, 1 in 3 women worldwide are still subjected to violence within their 
lifetime.



The converging and multi-faceted crises of the COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, conflict, and growing economic 
inequalities are exacerbating all forms of VAWG, while women’s human rights continue to be eroded by fundamentalist and 
authoritarian movements. VAWG not only threatens women and girls’ safety, health, and wellbeing, but limits their social and 
economic agency, furthers their marginalization, and, ultimately, prevents them from fulfilling their potential. The societal 
costs of violence profoundly impede collective progress and make the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals 
impossible.



Launched in 2017 with €500 million from the European Union, Spotlight Initiative is the largest targeted effort of the UN to 
end violence against women and girls. Over the past six years, the Initiative has radically shifted the landscape of 
programming on violence against women and girls. In more than 25 countries across five regions, the Initiative has employed 
a uniquely comprehensive, whole-of-society, whole-of-government approach that addresses all key drivers of violence 
against women and girls. 



Embodying a set of principles that are at the core of the UN, Spotlight Initiative has pioneered a new way of working with 
communities, civil society and women’s movements, ensuring meaningful engagement in governance, creating openings for 
political influence and decision making, and strengthening civic space. Spotlight Initiative has created critical partnerships in 
spaces where none existed before and built a new model of localization at state, district and community levels, placing 
VAWG at the centre of national development priorities, while supporting local communities to address violence in their 
specific contexts.



In alignment with the UN development system reforms, Spotlight Initiative represents a unique opportunity to move beyond 
piecemeal, disconnected, and small-scale interventions to a whole-of-UN approach which orients programming based on 
on-the-ground capacities, capitalising on the collective expertise, institutional knowledge, and resources of UN agencies to 
build more coherent, more effective programmes. 



Spotlight Initiative’s results to date have been transformational, demonstrating that catalytic change is possible when we 
truly prioritise women and girls. Since 2019, with Spotlight Initiative’s support, the conviction rate for perpetrators of gender-
based violence has doubled across 12 countries; almost 500 laws and policies have been signed to end violence against 
women and girls; national budgets to address gender-based violence have increased 10-fold across 14 countries; and 2.5 
million women and girls have accessed gender-based violence services, as of 2022.



With this in mind, Spotlight Initiative commissioned the production of this Compendium of Innovative and Good Practices 
and Lessons Learned to advance the broader evidence and knowledge base on ending VAWG and share effective practices 
that can be replicated and scaled up more widely. 



Presenting a suite of over 50 case studies across the six original ‘pillars’ of the Spotlight Initiative, as well as cross-cutting 
themes, the Compendium provides policymakers and practitioners with practice-based knowledge on ending VAWG that is 
high-impact, innovative, sustainable by design and rooted in local needs and context. Codifying this expertise is particularly 
pertinent as Spotlight Initiative transitions to its next generation of programming and expands its universal reach, with the 
goal of further reducing the prevalence of violence in target communities from 1 in 3 to 1 in 5 women and girls within a 
decade. I encourage you to use the Compendium as a key source of information and evidence in designing and 
implementing programming to end violence against women and girls, to drive progress not only on Goal 5: Gender Equality, 
but across all the Sustainable Development Goals.



Erin Kenny

Deputy Global Coordinator 

Spotlight Initiative 
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